• Poverty
• Rights
• Gender politics
• Governance and democracy
• Global health
• Humanitarianism
• Corruption
• Natural resources
• Tax
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Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI)
is an independent research
institute on global development
and human rights.

Geographic orientation

middle east &
northern africa

south-east asia

We address challenges facing poor and vulnerable
groups, particularly in the Global South. The Sustainable
Development Goals frame our research agenda.

latin america
sub-saharan
africa

We take pride in quality research, but know that change
and development also depend on our interaction and
dialogue with stakeholders and policy makers.
We have long-term partnerships with research
institutions all over the world, especially in the Global
South. We are a knowledge bearer with an increasing
international footprint. A growing share of our funding
comes from international donors and agencies.

A recent evaluation by the Research Council of
Norway praises CMI for quality and relevance,
ability to understand and meet user needs,
and impact on policy and practice.

What we provide

Research

Understanding
drivers and constraints
for human development,
using a multi-disciplinary
approach.

knowledge
reviews
Condensed summaries
of the existing knowledge
on a particular topic.

Training in
anti-corruption
We offer expert-led courses
on how to limit the negative
consequences of corruption
on development. You can log
on any time – from home
or the office.

Situation and
trend analysis

Evaluations

Understanding what
works in development and
why. We conduct impact
evaluations as well as
process evaluations.

Political economy analyses
and other types of analysis at
country or global levels, informed
by solid contextual knowledge
about countries in the
global South.

Capacity building
We respond to and assist
our partner institutions
in strengthening their
research capacities.

advice
We provide evidence-based
advice for policy makers
and development
practitioners within our
thematic areas.

How we work
Challenge-driven research agenda

Our research agenda is anchored in global challenges and
the SDGs. We develop new knowledge that addresses the
huge global inequalities in human life conditions.
Dialogue with users

Interaction with knowledge users is a key feature of our
work. All projects develop research uptake strategies, and
identify and engage with relevant stakeholders.
Research excellence

We are committed to rigorous methods and analysis, and
high ethical standards in our work. We cooperate with the
best international researchers and publish in high quality
peer-reviewed outlets.

We are
We are researchers, advisors, administrators, managers
and communicators. We have researchers from various
disciplines including political science, economics, social
anthropology, and law. We are 70 people from 16 countries
who work for a more inclusive path of global development.

