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1. Background 

Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI) has been engaged in research and policy advice on taxation and 
public finance management in Tanzania for more than 30 years. The objective of this work is to 
generate knowledge on how the national and sub-national governments can raise and manage 
domestic financial resources in ways that strengthen both effectiveness and political legitimacy. 

Our research has covered a broad range of topics, including tax policy and administrative 
reforms; tax compliance; tax evasion and fiscal corruption; local government taxation and fiscal 
decentralization; natural resource taxation; and the historical legacies of taxation from the pre-
colonial and colonial periods.  

While grounded primarily in economics and political science, our work also draws on law, 
history, social anthropology, and psychology. We employ both qualitative and quantitative 
methods, using data from sources such as the Tanzania Revenue Authority, Zanzibar Revenue 
Authority and Local Government Authorities. Additional sources include business and citizen 
surveys, lab and field experiments, historical records, and interviews with national and 
international stakeholders.  

Most projects are designed and implemented in close collaboration with Tanzanian 
researchers and institutions. These partnerships have deepened our understanding of the local 
context, enhanced the policy relevance of our research, and contributed to building research 
capacity in Tanzania. 
  This note provides an overview of projects and publications spanning more than three 
decades of tax research in Tanzania. It does not cover our work on taxation and public finance 
reforms in other African countries, such as Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Sudan, 
Uganda and Zambia. We begin with a brief introduction to the current tax research team at CMI.  
 
 

 
     

 
Meeting with the Association of Local Authorities of Tanzania (ALAT), 31 May 2016 
 

https://www.cmi.no/
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2. The tax research team at CMI 

By December 2025, the core team consisted of twelve researchers. Four are full-time staff at CMI: 
Viola Asri, Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Gayatri Sahgal, and Ingrid Hoem Sjursen. Five are associated 
researchers: Merima Ali, Nadja Dwenger, Anna Persson, Vincent Somville, and Jasmin Vietz. Two 
are PhD students enrolled in the PhD program at FAIR, Norwegian School of Economics (NHH): 
Adrien Dautheville and Osama Nawab. In addition, Samwel Nassary is a PhD Candidate in the 
Department of Economics at the Norwegian University on of Science and Technology (NTNU). 
The research team is further supported by CMI-based staff in IT, communication, HR, library, and 
project control.          

The tax research team collaborates with a broad network of partners in Norway, Africa, 
Europe and the USA. In Tanzania, our partners in include:  

• Government institutions: Bank of Tanzania; Ministry of Finance; National Bureau of 
Statistics; President’s Office – Regional Administration and Local Government (PO-
RALG); Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA); and Zanzibar Revenue Authority (ZRA). 

• Research and academic institutions: Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF); 
Mzumbe University; REPOA; University of Dar es Salaam; and University of Zanzibar. 

• Business and civil society organizations: Association of Local Authorities of Tanzania 
(ALAT); Natural Resource Governance Institute (NRGI); Tanzania Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture (TCCIA); Tanzania Private Sector Foundation 
(TPSF); Zanzibar Association of Tour Operators (ZATO); and Zanzibar National Chamber 
of Commerce (ZNCC). 

• International organizations: Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad); 
and the World Bank. 

In other African countries, as well as in Norway, Europe and the USA our main partners 
include the African Tax Institute (ATI), University of Pretoria; the Catholic University of Angola 
(UCAN); Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS); ifo Institute for Economic Research; 
Makerere University; Norwegian Institute of Foreign Affairs (NUPI); Norwegian School of 
Economics (NHH); Norwegian Tax Administration (NTA); Tax Justice Norway (TJN); University 
of Bergen; Univ. of Gothenburg; Univ. of Hohenheim; and Aarhus University.                                                                                                     

3. Ongoing research projects in Tanzania  
 
In 2025, the Tax and Public Finance Group at CMI led two major research projects on taxation in 
Tanzania, both funded by the Research Council of Norway (RCN). In addition, several other 
projects partly cover Tanzania, including a framework agreement with Norad on economic 
governance and public finance. An overview of these projects is available here. Brief presentations 
of each project follow below. 
 
3.1 The role of trust and norms in tax compliance in Tanzania (2021-2026)  
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Ahmed Saadat/Salum Said Abdallah (co-PI), Morten Bøås, 
Priva Clemence, Adrien Dautheville, Nadja Dwenger, Trond Hjørungdal, Cornel Jahari, Lucas 
Katera, Ali Maftaha, Salum Said Mwaju, Mahmoud Mussa, Samwel Nassary, Ingrid Hoem 
Sjursen, Vincent Somville, Khuzaymat Suleiman, Kasper Vagle and Jasmin Vietz. 

https://www.cmi.no/staff/viola-asri
https://www.cmi.no/staff/odd-fjeldstad
https://www.cmi.no/staff/gayatri-sahgal
https://www.cmi.no/staff/ingrid-sjursen
https://www.cmi.no/staff/merima-ali
https://www.cmi.no/staff/nadja-dwenger
https://www.gu.se/en/about/find-staff/annapersson2
https://www.cmi.no/staff/vincent-somville
https://www.ifo.de/vietz-j
https://www.nhh.no/en/research-centres/fair/about/
https://www.cmi.no/staff/adrien-dautheville
https://www.cmi.no/staff/osama-nawab
https://www.ntnu.edu/employees/samwel.nassary
https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/
https://www.cmi.no/topics/public-finance-management#projects
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2673-tax-compliance-in-tanzania-the-role-of-trust-and-norms
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Partners: REPOA, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI), Norwegian Tax 
Administration (NTA), Norwegian Embassy in Dar es Salaam, and Zanzibar Revenue Authority 
(ZRB). 
Funder: Research Council of Norway 
Amount: NOK 10 million  
 
3.2 Successful advances in fiscal architecture (2021-2026)  
People: Ingrid Hoem Sjursen (co-PI), Ahmed Saadat/Salum Said Abdallah (co-PI), Adrien 
Dautheville, Nadja Dwenger, Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Cornel Jahari, Lucas Katera, Salum Said 
Mwaju, Samwel Nassary, Vincent Somville, Khuzaymat Suleiman, and Jasmin Vietz. 
Partners: FAIR at the Norwegian School of Economics, REPOA (Tanzania), and Zanzibar 
Revenue Authority. 
Funder: Research Council of Norway. 
Amount: NOK 12 million 
 
3.3 Strengthening fragile states through taxation (2021-2025)  
People: Morten Bøås (PI), Abdoul W. Cissé, Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Viljar Haavik (PhD-student), 
Alessio Iocchi, Lusekelo Kasongwa, Joseph Kiria, Kari Osland and James S. Shilue.  
Prosper Ngowi: Our partner at Mzumbe University Dar es Salaam Campus was killed in a traffic 
accident in Tanzania 28 March 2022. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad wrote an ‘in memoriam’ published in 
The Citizen (Tanzania) 2 April 2022. 
Partners: NUPI (project manager), CMI, ARGA (Senegal), Mzumbe University (Tanzania), and 
the Platform for Dialogue and Peace (Liberia).  
Funder: Research Council of Norway 
Amount: NOK 11 million 
 
3.4 Norad’s economic governance and public finance portfolio (2025-2026)  
People: Elling Tjønneland (PI), Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Aslak Orre, Gayatri Sahgal and Ingrid 
Hoem Sjursen. 
Funder: Norad (framework agreement). 
Amount: NOK 2 million. 

 

Discussing areas in need for further research 
and how tax research more effectively can 
inform politics. Zanzibar tax-conference, 27-
28 Nov. 2023 
 

https://www.cmi.no/projects/2618-successful-advances-in-fiscal-architecture-safari-evidence-from-a-new-tax-in-zanzibar
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2649-strengthening-fragile-states-through-taxation-fragtax
https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/tanzania/oped/prof-honest-prosper-ngowi-in-memoriam-3769074
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Field visit to Tegeta, Dar es Salaam; pilot site for the project “Tax compliance, VAT revenues and 
business development in Tanzania” (TaCoTa), 19 October 2021 

 

4. Completed projects (1993-2024) 

4.1 Tax compliance, VAT revenues and business development in Tanzania 
(2019-2024) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Ephraim Mdee (co-PI), Kanuda Buluba, George Hellar, 
Nyangee Lugoe, Mercy C. Macha, Osama Moeed Nawab (PhD-student), Ingrid Hoem Sjursen, 
and Vincent Somville  
Partners: Tanzania Revenue Authority and FAIR/NHH.  
Funder: Research Council of Norway 
Amount: NOK 5.9 mill. 

 
4.2 Implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for revenue generation in African 
countries (2020) 
People: Ole Therkildsen (PI) and Odd-Helge Fjeldstad  
Partners: Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS) and CMI  
Funder: Danida 
Amount: DKK 240,000 
 
4.3 Tax in fragile states (2017-2018) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Morten Bøås, Julie Brun Bjørkheim and Frida Kvamme  
Partners: CMI and NUPI  
Funder: Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Amount: NOK 200,000 

https://www.cmi.no/projects/2199-tax-compliance-vat-revenues-and-business-development-in-tanzania
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2199-tax-compliance-vat-revenues-and-business-development-in-tanzania
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2199-tax-compliance-vat-revenues-and-business-development-in-tanzania
https://www.cmi.no/publications/7416-implications-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-revenue-generation-in-poor-african-countries
https://www.cmi.no/publications/7416-implications-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-revenue-generation-in-poor-african-countries
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2085-tax-and-public-finance
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4.4 Tax evasion: A review of the literature (2017) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Vegard Kolnes and Espen Stokke 
Partners: CMI and the World Bank  
Funder: World Bank  
Amount: USD 33,900 
 
4.5 Experiences with Electronic Fiscal Devices (EFDs) in Tanzania (2017-2018) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Ephraim Mdee (co-PI), Cecilia Kagoma, Ingrid Hoem 
Sjursen and Vincent Somville 
Partners: CMI and Tanzania Revenue Authority  
Funder: Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania  
Amount: NOK 405,000 
 
4.6 Tax compliance and public services in Tanzania (2016-2018) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Ephraim Mdee, Cecilia Kagoma, Ingrid Hoem Sjursen and 
Vincent Somville 
Partners: CMI and Tanzania Revenue Authority  
Funder: International Centre for Tax and Development (ICTD) 
Amount: GBP 45,600 
4.7 Taxing the urban boom in Tanzania: Interests, incentives and real estate in 
Dar es Salaam and Mtwara (2016-2018) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Merima Ali and Lucas Katera 
Partners: CMI and REPOA  
Funder: Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania  
Amount: NOK 1.6 million 
 
4.8 Taxation, Institutions and Participation (TIP): The dynamics of capital 
flows from Angola, Tanzania and Zambia (2014-2018) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Caleb Fundanga, Ivar Kolstad, Prosper Ngowi, Ricardo Soares 
de Oliveira, Lise Rakner, Alves da Rocha, and Arne Wiig 
Partners: CMI, Mzumbe University (Tanzania), CEIC at the Catholic University of Angola, 
Institute for Finance and Economics (Zambia), Oxford University (UK), University of Bergen 
(Norway) and CMI 
Funder: Research Council of Norway 
Amount: NOK 15 million 
 
4.9 Tanzania as a future petro-state: prospects and challenges (2014-2019) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Blandina Kilama (co-PI), James Andilile, Kendra Dupuy, 
Jan Isaksen, Cornel Jahari, Lucas Katera, Abel Kinyondo, Siri Lange, Donald Mmari, Fred Matola, 
Lulu Olan’g, Ragnar Torvik, and Espen Villanger  
Partners: CMI, REPOA and National Bureau of Statistics (Tanzania) 
Funder: Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania 
Amount: NOK 30 million 

https://www.cmi.no/projects/2066-world-bank-literature-review-world-bank-tax
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2080-emb-tanz-study-on-experiences-with-electronic
http://www.cmi.no/research/project/?1992=taxing-the-urban-boom-in-tanzania-interests
http://www.cmi.no/research/project/?1992=taxing-the-urban-boom-in-tanzania-interests
http://www.cmi.no/research/project/?1797=taxation-institutions-and-participation-tip
http://www.cmi.no/research/project/?1797=taxation-institutions-and-participation-tip
http://www.cmi.no/research/project/?1854=repoa-tanzania-as-a-future-petro-state
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4.10 The tax systems in Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia (2010-2012) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI) and Kari Heggstad  
Partners: CMI and Norad 
Funder: Norad 
Amount: NOK 2.2 million 
 
4.11 Peoples’ views of taxation in Africa (2011-2014) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Collette Schulz-Herzenberg and Ingrid Hoem Sjursen  
Partners: CMI and Institute for Security Studies (South Africa) 
Funder: International Centre for Tax and Development (ICTD) 
Amount: GBP 69,000 
 
4.12 Local government taxation and tax administration in Africa (2011-2014) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Jean-Francois Brun, Gérard Chambas and Kari Heggstad  
Partners: CMI and CERDI, University of Auvergne (France) 
Funder: International Centre for Tax and Development (ICTD) 
Amount: GBP 50,000 
 
4.13 The political economy of property tax collection in Tanzania (2011-2012) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Lucas Katera and Mujtaba Piracha  
Partners: CMI, REPOA and ICTD  
Funder: International Centre for Tax and Development (ICTD) 
 
4.14 Political-economy analysis of procurement reform and capacity building 
(2010) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Mona Frøystad and Kari Heggstad  
Partners: CMI and WBI  
Funder: World Bank Institute 
Amount: USD 49,000 
 
4.15 The role of banks in capital flight from Africa (2009-2010) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI) and Kari Heggstad  
Partners: CMI and Norad  
Funder: Norad 
Amount: NOK 120,000 
 
4.16 Violence, poverty and police corruption (2007-2011) 
People: Jens Chr. Andvig (PI), Omar Azfar, Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, and Per Botolf Maurseth  
Partners: CMI and NUPI  
Funder: Research Council of Norway 
Amount: NOK 4 million 
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4.17 The World Bank’s support for public sector reform (2007-2008) 
People: Steven Webb (PI), Milka Casanegra (tax adm.), Corky de Asis, Tim De Vaan, Anne Evans 
(civil service and adm. reforms), Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (anti-corruption), Ilka Funke (assistant team 
leader), Gita Gopal, Ina Hoxha, Keith Kranker (database and statistical analysis), Rajiv Joseph 
Tharian, Gemi Thomas, Sofia Valencia, Richard Webb (history), and Clay Wescott (public 
financial management).  
Partners: CMI, the Independent Evaluation Group (IEG), and World Bank consultants  
Funder: World Bank 
 
4.18 Impacts of the tax systems in Africa on investments and growth (2006-
2007) 
People: Richard Stern (PI), Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, and FIAS consultants  
Partners: CMI and Foreign Investment Advisory Service (FIAS)  
Funder: International Finance Corporation (IFC), and the UK’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) 
 
4.19 Local government reform in Tanzania - phase 2 (2005-2010)  
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Joseph Semboja (co-PI), Erasto Ngalewa, Amon Chaligha, 
Alf Morten Jerve, Lucas Katera, Siri Lange, Joanita Magongo, and Jamal Msami  
Partners: CMI, REPOA and the National Local Government Reform Team 
Funder: Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania 
Amount: NOK 5 million 
 
4.20 Local government reform in Tanzania - phase 1 (2002-2005) 
People: Einar Braathen (co-PI), Amon Chaligha (co-PI), Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Tor 
Halvorsen, Alf Morten Jerve, Terje Kleven, Siri Lange, Knut Nygaard, Erasto Ngalewa, and 
Joseph Semboja  
Partners: CMI, NIBR, REPOA and the National Local Government Reform Team  
Funder: Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania 
Amount: NOK 5 million 
 
4.21 Taxation, aid and democracy. The evolution of tax systems in Namibia, 
Tanzania and Uganda (1999-2004) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Ole Therkildsen (co-PI), Christine Anena, Caiphas 
Chekwoti, Dirk Hansohm, Francis Luoga, Deo Moshi, Adam Mugume, Erasto Ngalewa, Lise 
Rakner, Klaus Schade, Joseph Semboja, and Bertil Tungodden  
Partners: CMI, CDR/DIIS, Makerere University, NEPRU, NHH, REPOA, Uganda Debt 
Network, University of Bergen  
Funder: Research Council of Norway and Danida 
Amount: NOK 6.1 million 
 
4.22 Tax evasion and corruption in developing countries: A study of the revenue 
authorities in Tanzania and Uganda (2002-2003) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Joseph Semboja, Ole Therkildsen and Bertil Tungodden  
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Partners: CMI, CDR/DIIS, Makerere University, NHH and REPOA  
Funder: Norad 
 
4.23 Research on corruption: A policy oriented survey (2000) 
People: Jens Chr. Andvig (co-PI), Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (co-PI), Inge Amundsen, Tone Sissener 
and Tina Søreide 
Partners: CMI and NUPI   
Funder: Norad 
 
4.24 Tax evasion and fiscal corruption in developing countries. A study of the 
local government tax administration in Tanzania (1996-1999) 
People: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (PI), Erasto Ngalewa, and Joseph Semboja 
Partners: CMI and REPOA   
Funder: Research Council of Norway 
Amount: NOK 3.2 million 
 
4.25 MACMOD & TAXMOD: Macroeconomic modelling (1993-2002) 
People: Jan Isaksen (co-PI), Laston Msongole (co-PI, NPC), Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Per Granberg, 
Hildegunn Nordås, and members of the National Macro Economic Modelling Group of Tanzania: 
W. Mariki (NPC), J. Msaki (NPC), A.A. Tuni (BoT), B.J. Mbano (BoT), R.M. Khijjah (MoF), 
B.A. Shallanda (MoF), A.M. Manyama (MoF), P.M. Mponzi (MoF), M.N. Oyuke (NBS), B.A. 
Masuka (NBS), U. Hussain (TRA), and C. Kangoye (TRA). For further details on the initial phases 
of model, see here.  
Partners: CMI and National Macro-Economic Modelling Group (BoT, Min. of Finance, NBS, 
NPC, and TRA)  
Funder: Norad and the Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania 
 

5. Publications on taxation and fiscal reforms  

In this overview, we have categorized the publications into books, peer reviewed articles and book 
chapters, reports and working papers, and shorter articles and blog texts. Within each category, the 
research outputs are organized according to the following thematic areas: (1) Tax policy and 
administrative reforms; (2) Tax compliance; (3) Tax evasion and fiscal corruption; (4) Local 
government taxation and fiscal decentralization; (5) Natural resource taxation; and (6) Pre-colonial 
and colonial legacies of taxation.  

5.1 Books 
The first book listed below is entirely dedicated to Tanzania, while the three other volumes contain 
chapters or sections on taxation in Tanzania.  
 
1. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Donald Mmari and Kendra Dupuy (Eds., 2019). Governing petroleum 

resources: Prospects and challenges for Tanzania. Dar es Salaam: Jamana Printers Limited. 
ISBN 978-82-8062-740-7. [TAN 13/0045] 

https://open.cmi.no/cmi-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2435732/R%201998_5%20Hildegunn%20N%2c%20Arild%20A-07112007_1.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://www.cmi.no/publications/7029-governing-petroleum-resources-prospects-and-challenges-for-tanzania
https://www.cmi.no/publications/7029-governing-petroleum-resources-prospects-and-challenges-for-tanzania
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2. Mick Moore, Wilson Prichard and Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2018). Taxing Africa: Coercion, 
reform and development. African Arguments Book Series, Zed Books. Bloomsbury Open 
Access. London/New York. 
http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/distributed/T/bo28633229.html 

3. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Sigrid Klæboe Jacobsen, Peter Ringstad and Honest Prosper Ngowi 
(Eds., 2017) Lifting the veil of secrecy: Perspectives on international taxation and capital flight 
from Africa. Chr. Michelsen Institute. Bergen.  

4. Deborah Braütigam, Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Mick Moore (2008). Taxation and state 
building in developing countries: capacity and consent. Cambridge University Press. 
Cambridge.  
 

5.2 Articles and book chapters  

5.2.1 Tax policy and administrative reforms 
1. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2026). Tax reforms in Africa: A review of donor support. Chapter 81 

(pp. 466-472) in Anne Mette Kjær, Moses Khisa and Alecia Ndlovu (Eds.) (forthcoming, 
March 2026). Elgar Encyclopedia of African Politics. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing.  

2. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Lise Rakner (2024). Lobbying in tax policy making: The case of 
VAT-reform in Tanzania. Chapter 6 (pp. 128-148) in Anne Mette Kjær, Marianne Ulriksen 
and Ane Bak, Eds. The Politics of Revenue Bargaining in Africa: Triggers, Processes, and 
Outcomes. Oxford University Press (Open Access). 

3. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Mick Moore (2016). Revenue authorities and public authority in sub-
Saharan Africa. Chapter 31 (pp. 351-368 in Volume II "The African state: The struggle to 
control people and space") in Nic Cheeseman, Ed. African Politics. Critical Concepts in 
Political Science. Abingdon/New York: Routledge. 

4. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Mick Moore (2015). Tax reform and state building in a globalized 
world. Chapter 20 (Volume II, Part V “The Politics of Tax Reform”) in James Alm and Jorge 
Martinez-Vazquez, Eds. The International Library of Critical Writings in Economics series. 
Cheltenham, UK/Northampton MA, USA: Edward Elgar Publisher. 

5. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2014). Tax and development: Donor support to strengthen tax systems 
in developing countries. Public Administration and Development, Vol. 34, No. 3, pp. 181-192.  
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31. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Erasto Ngalewa and Lucas Katera (2008). Disparities exist in citizens’ 
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41. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2004).Trust in public finance: Citizens’ views on taxation by local 
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Project Brief No. 2 (2003). Formative Process Research on the Local Government Reform in 
Tanzania. Dar es Salaam: REPOA, NUPI and CMI. 

46. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Amon Chaligha and Einar Braathen (2003). Formative process research 
on the local government reform in Tanzania. About the project. Project Brief No. 1 (2003). 
Formative Process Research on the Local Government Reform in Tanzania. REPOA, NUPI 
and CMI.Dar es Salaam: REPOA, NUPI and CMI 

47. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2001). Who levies what taxes? In Alta Folscher & Joachim Wehner 
(eds.) Budget Watch (September 2001), pp. 4-5. Cape Town: Institute for Democracy in South 
Africa.  

48. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2001). Donors turn blind eye to extortion in tax collection in Africa. 
Development Today Vol. XI, No. 8 (May 14 2001). 

49. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2001). Why taxes matter for development. Feature article published in 
Republikein, Windhoek, Namibia (15 November 2001). 

50. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (1999). Combating corruption: A transparency index for donors? 
Development Today, Vol. IX, No. 6 (23 April 1999).  

6 Master’s students (recent) 

1. Sunniva Ingholm and Emil Løstegård (2023): Behavioral Responses to Tax Salience: 
Evidence from Tanzania. An Empirical Analysis of the Effect of Tax Salience on Mobile 
Money Transactions. Master thesis, Economics and Business Administration. Supervisors: 
Ingrid Hoem Sjursen and Vincent Somville. Norwegian School of Economics (submitted June 
2023; marked for an A in August 2023).  
 

2. Magori Cosmas Magori (2017). Critical review and analysis of policies and legislations 
relating to fiscal incentives for offshore gas exploration and exploitation in Tanzania. MPhil 
thesis. Department of Economics, Faculty of Economic & Management Sciences, University 
of Pretoria. Supervisor: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad 

7 PhD students (recent) 

1. Adrien Dautheville: PhD-candidate, FAIR-Norwegian School of Economics (NHH). 
Recruited as PhD-student to the project “Successful Advances in Fiscal ARchItecture 
(SAFARI): Evidence from a new tax in Zanzibar (2021-25)”. Supervisors: Vincent Somville 
and Nadja Dwenger.  
 

2. Osama Moeed Nawab: PhD-candidate, FAIR-Norwegian School of Economics (NHH).  
Recruited as PhD-student to the project “Tax compliance, VAT revenues and business 
development (TaCoTa) (2019-2025)”. Supervisors: Kjetil Bjorvatn and Vincent Somville. 

 
3. Jasmin Vietz: PhD, Department of Economics, University of Hohenheim. Thesis: Improving 

public policy. Supervisor: Nadja Dwenger. PhD-defense: February 2025. Engaged in two  
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https://www.cmi.no/publications/file/1050-combating-corruption.pdf
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2618-successful-advances-in-fiscal-architecture-safari-evidence-from-a-new-tax-in-zanzibar
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2618-successful-advances-in-fiscal-architecture-safari-evidence-from-a-new-tax-in-zanzibar
https://www.cmi.no/projects/2199-tax-compliance-vat-revenues-and-business-development-in-tanzania
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CMI-projects: “Successful Advances in Fiscal ARchItecture (SAFARI)” and “The role of trust 
and norms in tax compliance in Tanzania”.  

 
4. Till Hartmann (2021): PhD, Hertie School, University of Governance, Berlin.  Thesis: 

Corruption as a development policy issue: Tracing the formulation and implementation of 
theories of change. Supervisors: Alina Mungiu-Pippidi (Hertie School, Berlin), Heather 
Marquette (Univ. of Birmingham) and Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (CMI).  PhD-defence: 1 July 2021 
with the grade of Magna Cum Laude for both the written thesis and oral defense 

 
5. Olav Lundstøl (2021): PhD, African Tax Institute, University of Pretoria). Thesis: Essays on 

the economics of mining revenue in Tanzania and Zambia. Supervisors: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad 
(CMI) and Riel Franzsen (Univ. of Pretoria). Graduation ceremony 14 Sept. 2021. 

 
6. Ingrid Hoem Sjursen (2018). PhD, FAIR-Norwegian School of Economics (NHH). Thesis: 

Essays on behavioral development economics. Supervisors: Bertil Tungodden, Jonas Hjort and 
Nadja Dwenger. PhD-defence: 5 June 2018.  

8 Lectures and presentations at seminars and workshops (2019-25) 

Members of the Tax and Public Finance Group at CMI actively engage in communicating and 
disseminating research findings through various channels, including lectures in Master’s courses 
as well as presentations at academic and policy-oriented seminars and workshops.  

1. Jasmin Vietz (2025). Tax salience: Experimental evidence from Tanzania. Presented at the 10th 
African Tax Research Network (ATRN) Congress, 16-18 September 2025, Cape Town, South Africa. 

2. Jasmin Vietz (2025). Tax salience: Experimental evidence from Tanzania. Presented at the 81st 
Annual Congress of the International Institute of Public Finance (IIPF), the United States 
International University - Africa, Nairobi, 20-22 August 2025 

3. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Ingrid Hoem Sjursen (2025). The role of trust in tax compliance: 
Lessons from CMI’s work in Tanzania. Presentation at workshop in connection with 
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Lecture at the MPhil course Introduction to the Tax Environment. African Tax Institute, 
Faculty of Economic and Management Sciences, University of Pretoria, South Africa, 5 
February 2025.  

5. Viola Asri (2024). To trust or not to trust? – Taxation from the perspective of 
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19. Adrien Dautheville (2024). Planning for which future? Understanding micro-
entrepreneurs' expectations in Tanzania. Presentation at the workshop Tax Day at CMI. 
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TCCIA, Dar es Salaam, 21 March 2024. 
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29. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2023). Tax compliance in Tanzania: The role of trust and norms. 
Enumerators’ Training Workshop for the survey ‘Business peoples’ views of taxation in 
Zanzibar’, REPOA, Dar es Salaam, 26 July 2023.  
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38. Ingrid Hoem Sjursen (2023). Changing customers behavior to improve VAT compliance - 
evidence from a Tanzanian lottery. Misum Green Bag Research Seminar, Stockholm School 
of Economics, 23 March 2023.  
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40. Adrien Dautheville (2023). Using ZRA’s administrative data to inform tax policies and the 
public: Some suggestions. Presentation at the Capacity Development Workshop on 
Administrative Data and Business Surveys of the project ‘Trust and Norms: Voluntary Tax 
Compliance in Zanzibar and Mainland Tanzania’ (TANZAN). Zanzibar, 6 February 2023.  
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48. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2021). Tax systems in Africa Tax: Empirical patterns. Lecture at 
MPhil course on Tax and Development, Module on “The importance of taxation in developing 
countries – with a focus on Africa”. African Tax Institute, University of Pretoria, 21-24 
September 2021.  
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and the Norwegian Embassy in Dar es Salaam. 8 June 2021.  

https://taxpayer-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/6th-ICTR-Pretoria-Agenda-10-06-21.pdf
https://taxpayer-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/6th-ICTR-Pretoria-Agenda-10-06-21.pdf
https://www.taxpayer-rights.org/
https://www.nupi.no/en/Events/2021/Long-term-effects-of-the-COVID-19-pandemic-on-domestic-resource-mobilisation-in-sub-Saharan-Africa
https://www.nupi.no/en/Events/2021/Long-term-effects-of-the-COVID-19-pandemic-on-domestic-resource-mobilisation-in-sub-Saharan-Africa
https://youtu.be/to08Uge7wCA
https://www.ataftax.org/all-you-need-to-know-to-the-6th-atrn-congress
https://www.ataftax.org/all-you-need-to-know-to-the-6th-atrn-congress
https://www.ictd.ac/event/webinar-strengthening-intergovernmental-collaboration-for-effective-property-taxation/
https://www.ictd.ac/event/webinar-strengthening-intergovernmental-collaboration-for-effective-property-taxation/
https://www.wider.unu.edu/sites/default/files/Events/PDF/Programme/Fiscal%20States%20workshop%20programme%20final.pdf


31 

 
 

65. Odd-Helge Fjeldstad (2021). Panel discussion on ‘Property Tax in Africa: Current Status, 
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University, Nairobi) on life and the economy in Kenya during the pandemic. Organized by 
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Presentation by Odd-Helge Fjeldstad at CMI’s Corruption Research Group Seminar. Chr. 
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9 Networks, seminars and conferences (2020-2025) 

9.1 The TaxCapDev network (2021-2025)  
People: Morten Bøås and Andreas Lind Kroknes (NUPI); Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Ingrid Hoem 
Sjursen (CMI); Sigrid K. Jacobsen/Andreas Fjeldskår and Peter Henriksen/Kaja 
Guttormsgaard/Jonas Veland (TJN).  
Partners: CMI, NUPI, TJN, African Tax Institute (South Africa), Mzumbe University (Tanzania), 
P4DP (Liberia), and Arga (Senegal, Mali, Niger) 
Amount: NOK 6.9 mill. 
Description: This is the third phase of the TaxCapDev Network, which was originally established 
in 2015. In 2021, the network expanded by formalizing collaborations with research institutions in 
Denmark, Norway, Senegal, South Africa, and Tanzania. 
Activities: A monthly newsletter was launched in April 2021 and, by August 2025, had gained 
more than 300 subscribers. The newsletter features recent research and activities from network 
members as well as contributions from other institutions. The editorial committee includes Odd-
Helge Fjeldstad and Ingrid Hoem Sjursen. Sign up for the newsletter here. In close collaboration 
with CMI’s communication and IT departments, the network launched its website in March 2022: 
TaxCapDev – Knowledge-based exchange on taxation and capital flight.  

9.2 Workshops on taxation and reforms in Africa 
Since October 2020, the Tax and Public Finance Group at CMI has organized 36 seminars and 
webinars as part of the Tax for Development Seminar Series, in addition to six international 
conferences. These seminars and webinars have reached a wide global audience, including 
academics, tax and development practitioners, and representatives from civil society. They were 
moderated by Odd-Helge Fjeldstad and Ingrid Hoem Sjursen.  

 

 

TUESDAY 7 SEPT. 15:00 – 16:00 CET 
Where do developing countries stand in the 
debate on the new rules for taxing the 
digital economy? With Annet Wanyana
Oguttu

Tax for Development
Webinar Series

TUESDAY 28 SEPT. 15:00 – 16:00 CET 
Informality, consumption taxes and 
redistribution with Lucie Gadenne

TUESDAY 19 OCT. 15:00 – 16:00 CET 
The non-democratic origins of fiscal states 
with Per Andersson

TUESDAY 9 NOV 15:00 – 16:00 CET 
Tax aversion and the social contract 
in Africa, with James Robinson

Autumn 2021

TUESDAY 30 NOV 15:00 – 16:00 CET 
Tax expenditure reporting and domestic 
revenue mobilization in Africa, Christian von 
Haldenwang and Augustin Redonda

https://www.cmi.no/projects/2660-the-taxcapdev-network-phase-iii
https://taxjustice.no/artikkel/sign-up-for-newsletter
https://www.taxcapdev.no/
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9.3  International tax conferences 
 
1. Navigating the future of taxation: Challenges, opportunities & innovations. International 

conference on “Tax administrative practices and tax compliance in Africa”. The conference 
was prepared by CMI in collaboration with REPOA, the Zanzibar Revenue Authority, and the 
Norwegian Tax Administration, and was scheduled to take place in Stone Town, Zanzibar, on 
25–26 November 2025. However, due to the political and security situation following the 
national election on 29 October, the conference has been postponed until the end of March 
2026.    

2. Revisiting the past, looking to future – Moving beyond the fiscal contract.  TaxCapDev-final 
conference, 21-23 October 2025, Oslo, Norway. Co-organized by NUPI, CMI and Tax Justice 
Norway. 

3. Perspectives on Tax Policy Reforms and Tax Compliance in Africa. Organized by CMI, in 
collaboration with the TaxCapDev-network and Zanzibar Revenue Authority. Maru Maru 
Hotel, Stone Town, Zanzibar, 27-28 November 2023.  

4. Power and Politics: Perspectives on Taxation and State Building in Africa. Organized by 
CMI, in collaboration with the TaxCapDev-network. Bergen, 1-2 September 2022. Funded by 
the Research Council of Norway and the Nordic Tax Research Council. The event brough 
together around 100 participants from academia, revenue authorities, development agencies, 
business associations and civil society organizations. More than 20 papers were presented by 
scholars from different disciplines, complemented by panel discussions that explored issues 
such as taxation and state building in fragile contexts, enablers of state capture, stakeholder 
perspectives on taxation, trust and social norms, and historical lessons for revenue mobilization 
in Africa. The keynote address, “Tax aversion and the social contract in Africa”, was delivered 
by Prof. James Robinson (University of Chicago, Nobel Prize in Economics 2024). The 
conference was co-funded by the Research Council of Norway and the Nordic Tax Research 
Council. 
 

 

https://www.nupi.no/en/events/2025/revisiting-the-past-looking-to-future-moving-beyond-the-fiscal-contract
https://www.taxcapdev.no/event/test-power-and-politics-perspectives-on-taxation-and-state-building-in-africa/
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5. The New Politics of Development: Fragility, Taxation and State-building 

Organized by the Norwegian Institute of Foreign Affairs (NUPI) and CMI, in collaboration 
with the TaxCapDev-network. Bergen, 7-9 November 2018. Funded by the Research Council 
of Norway.  

6. Lifting the Veil of Secrecy: Tax Havens, Capital Flows and Developing Countries Organized 
by CMI, the Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) and the TaxCapDev-network. Bergen, 
21-22 November 2016.   

 
Members of CMI’s Tax Research Group have participated in and co-organized numerous cross-
disciplinary seminars and capacity development workshops in Norway and Tanzania. In 
collaboration with the Zanzibar Revenue Authority (ZRA), the group has conducted a series of 
training workshops in Zanzibar, focusing on research methodologies and quantitative analysis.  

1. Capacity development workshops on quantitative data analysis (STATA). Organized by CMI, 
in collaboration with Zanzibar Revenue Authority. ZRA-HQ, Zanzibar: 21 March 2025 (Viola 
Asri); 25 April 2025 (Ingrid Hoem Sjursen); and 12 September 2025 (Viola Asri). 

2. Workshop on the survey-vignette methodology. Organized by NUPI (Morten Bøås, Andreas 
Kroknes and Kristian Lefdal), in collaboration with REPOA (Lucas Katera) and ZRA (Salum 
Said). Maru Maru Hotel, Stone Town, Zanzibar, 23-24 April 2025.  

3. Training and capacity development workshop for the quantitative survey ‘Business peoples’ 
views of taxation in Zanzibar’. The workshop was organised by REPOA (Lucas Katera and 
Cornel Jahari) as part of the project ‘Trust and Norms: Voluntary Tax Compliance in Zanzibar 
and Mainland Tanzania’. It gathered 10 enumerators recruited by REPOA and 5 staff members 
of ZRA’s research and planning department. Dar es Salaam, 26-28 July 2023.  

4. Capacity development workshop on administrative data and business surveys. This workshop 
was organized by CMI in collaboration with the Norwegian Tax Administration (NTA) and 
Zanzibar Revenue Authority (ZRA) as part of the project ‘Trust and Norms: Voluntary Tax 
Compliance in Zanzibar and Mainland Tanzania’. It gathered 22 participants from CMI, 

https://www.nupi.no/en/events/2018/the-new-politics-of-development-fragility-taxation-and-state-building
https://www.cmi.no/file/3489-.pdf
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REPOA, the Norwegian Embassy in Tanzania, NTA, Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA), 
ZRA, Zanzibar National Chambers of Commerce (TANZAN). Stone Town, Zanzibar, 6-7 
February 2023. 

5. Start-up workshop for the TANZAN project, jointly organized by CMI and ZRA. Stone Town, 
Zanzibar, 29-30 November 2021. 

6. Capacity development workshop on survey data collection (TaCoTa project) jointly 
organized by CMI and Tanzania Revenue Authority. From CMI: Osama Nawab and Vincent 
Somville. Dar es Salaam, 29-30 November 2021.  

7. Start-up meeting for the SAFARI project with CMI’s tax research team: Nadja Dwenger, 
Adrien Dautheville, Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Ingrid Hoem Sjursen and Vincent Somville. Bergen, 
22-25 November 2021.   

8. Workshop on tax compliance and VAT revenues in Tanzania jointly organized by CMI and 
Tanzania Revenue Authority. From CMI: Odd-Helge Fjeldstad, Osama Nawab, Ingrid Hoem 
Sjursen, Vincent Somville. From TRA: Saada Alluy, Felix Lema, Evarist Munishi, Jackline 
Lutare, George Hellar, Wahabi Matengo, K.M Buluba, and Maulid Nkongolo. From the 
Gaming Bord of Tanzania: Petronila Kisaka. Dar es Salaam, 19-22 October 2021. 
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Fieldwork in Mtwara and Lindi, May 2016 

 

 

  

Preparing for fieldwork, Dar es Salaam, March 2017 
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Visit to Tegeta Tax Region, Dar es Salaam, 19 October 2021 
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Tax workshop with Zanzibar Revenue Authority, the Norwegian Tax Administration, and Hon. 
Elisabeth Jacobsen - Norwegian Ambassador to Tanzania, Zanzibar 6-7 February 2022 

  

 



41 

 
 

 

 

 
Start-up workshop for the collaborative research and capacity development project “The role of trust and 
norms in tax compliance in Tanzania”, Zanzibar, 29-30 Nov. 2021 

 

Tax workshop for the collaborative research and capacity development project “The role of trust and 
norms in tax compliance in Tanzania”, Zanzibar, 21-22 Feb. 2022 
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Tax workshop for the collaborative research and capacity development project “The role of trust and 
norms in tax compliance in Tanzania”, Zanzibar, 6-7 Feb. 2023 
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