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Summary  
Are John Knudsen is Research Professor 
(Phd Anthropology) at the Chr. 
Michelsen Institute (CMI). He 
specializes on micro conflict, 
displacement, camp-based and urban 
refugees in the Middle East, in 
particular Lebanon, and has published 
books, chapters and journal articles on 
these topics. Knudsen’s research is 
funded by the Research Council of 
Norway (RCN), NordicResearch 
(NordForsk, NF) and the EU 
Commission. He is project leader of: 
SuperCamp, URBAN3DP and EFFEXT 
and project member TRAFIG, HYRES and 
BABELS.   

 

Projects 
• EFFEXT – Effects of Externalization: EU Migration Management in 

Africa and the Middle East. Nordic Research, 2020–24 (€1.5 million) 
• SUPERCAMP – SuperCamp: Genealogies of Humanitarian 

Containment in the Middle East. RCN-FRIPRO, 2019–21 (€900.000) 
• URBAN3DP – Urban Displacement, Development and Donor  

Policies in the Middle East. RCN-NORGLOBAL, 2019–22 (€ 900.000) 
• TRAFIG – Transnational Figurations of Displacement – Connectivity 

and Mobility as Solutions to Protracted Refugee Situations. EU 
Commission - Horizon 2020, 2019–21 (€3 million) 

• HYRES – Hybrid Pathways to Resistance in the Islamic World:  A 
Study of Islamist Groups in Lebanon, Iraq, Mali and Libya. RCN-
FRIPRO, 2016–19 (€990.000) 

• BABELS – The City as a Border: What Cities Make to Migrants, What 
Migrants Make to the City. National Research Agency of France 
(ANR), 2016–18 (Directed by Michel Agier) 

Articles  
__. 2019. Emergency Urbanism in Sabra, Beirut. Public Anthropologist, 

1(2), 171-193. 
__. 2018. Decade of Despair: The Contested Rebuilding the Nahr al-Bared 

Refugee Camp, Lebanon (2010–17), Refuge, 4(2): 135-149.  
__. 2018. The Great Escape? Converging Refugee Crises in Tyre, Lebanon. 

Refugee Survey Quarterly, (1): 1–20. 
__. 2017. Campements, abris et squats: Des zones floues où vivent les  

Réfugiés syriens au Liban. hommes & migrations 1319, 
September-December: 67–76. 

__. 2016. Camp, ghetto, zinco, slum: Lebanon’s transitional zones of 
emplacement. Humanity Journal, 7(3): 443–457. 

__. 2014. Violence et déplacement: La crise des réfugiés Syriens au Liban. 
Maghreb-Machrek 218, 29-40. doi: 10.3917/machr.218.0029 

Books  
Knudsen, Are John and Tine Gade (Eds). 2017. Civil-Military Relations in 

Lebanon: Conflict, Cohesion and Confessionalism in a Divided 
Society. London: Palgrave MacMillan.  

__. and B. Ezbidi, (Eds). 2014. Popular Protest in the New Middle East: 
Islamism and Post-Islamist Politics. London: I.B. Tauris.  

__. and M. Kerr, (Eds). 2012. Lebanon: After the Cedar Revolution. 
London: Hurst (US edition: Oxford University Press, November 
2013).  

__. and S. Hanafi, (Eds). 2011. Palestinian Refugees: Identity, Space and 
Place in the Levant. London: Routledge (Arabic edition, 2015, 
Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies, Doha, Qatar). 

Chapters 
Knudsen, A. J. 2017. Syria's refugees in Lebanon: Brothers, burden and 

bone of contention. In D. Meier & R. Di Peri (Eds). Lebanon 
Facing the Arab Uprisings: Between Internal Challenges and 
External Constraints. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 

__. and A. Strand, E. Paasche. 2013. War and migration. The 
Encyclopedia of Global Human Migration. New York: Wiley. 
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