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Key Qualifications and experience

Social anthropologist with extensive experience from research, research management,
teaching and consultancy work. Serbg's professional profile and research interests include
development policy and planning; conflict studies, peacebuilding and conflict management;
social impact assessment (incl. resettlement); agricultural and pastoral systems; and regional
analysis and economic adaptations.

Serbe is an experienced team leader for policy-oriented reviews and evaluations, often with
international participation and for many different clients. Before joining CMI as Director, he
was Chair of the Department of Social Anthropology and the first Director of the Centre for
Development Studies, University of Bergen. During his time at the University, he taught
Social Anthropology at all levels and i.a. chaired the committee recommending the
establishment of English language Master courses at the University of Bergen.

As a consultant, Serbe led the first evaluation of a ‘conflict NGO’ (International Alert, 1997)
as well as the first evaluation of Norwegian peace facilitation (in Sri Lanka), 2011.

He is a regular contributor to Norwegian newspapers on issues related to international
development.

Serbg was CMI's Director for 16 years (1994-2010). In 2006, an evaluation team concluded
that CMI had become of one of the leading development research centres in Europe.

Education

e Dr.Philos (PhD) - Social Anthropology, University of Bergen, 1994. Dissertation:
Micro-Macro Issues in Rural Development. A Study of Economic Adaptations and
Environmental Problems in Eastern Sudan.

e Magister Artium - Social Anthropology, University of Bergen, 1973. Thesis: Scheme
and Off-Scheme Interests. A Study of Nubian Resettlement in the Sudan.

e Diploma - Sociolinguistics, University of Khartoum, 1971.

Professional positions

e Senior Researcher, Chr. Michelsen Institute, 2010 - 2017


mailto:gunnar.sorbo@cmi.no

Fulbright Visiting Scholar, School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins
University, Washington, DC., January - May 2017

Director, Chr. Michelsen Institute, 1994 - 2010

Director, Center for Development Studies, University of Bergen, 1986 - 1994
Associate Professor, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Bergen, 1977 -
1985

Chair, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Bergen. 1978 - 1980

Visiting Lecturer, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Khartoum, 1976
-1977

Lecturer, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Bergen, 1974 -1976

Boards and Commissions

The Norwegian Agency for International Development (Norad) - Prosjektutvalget
(1984 - 1988)

The International Livestock Centre for Africa, Addis Ababa (1983-89)

The Norwegian Programme for Development, Research and Education - NUFU
(1991-1994)

The North-South/ Aid Commission - appointed by the Norwegian Government
(1993-1995)

The International Food Policy Research Institute, Washington D.C. (2005-11)

The Research Council of Norway (Division of Environment and Development (2001-
2005), Division of Society and Health (2011-15)

Cairns Institute (2010-12), James Cook University, Cairns, Australia (Advisory Board)
J.W. Eide Foundation, Bergen (1994-2010)

The Rafto Foundation for Human Rights, Bergen (2001-7; chair 2012 -2016)

Faculty Board at the Norwegian University for Life Sciences (2013 -2016)

The Centre for Peace Studies, University of Tromsg, The Arctic University of Norway
(chair 2010-2016)

Norwegian Centre for Humanitarian Studies, PRIO (chair 2015-2016)

Litfest Bergen, Bergen International Literary Festival (2019-)
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“Food Security and Social Conflict”, the Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture and Food (2013)
“Evaluation of Norwegian Peace Efforts in Sri Lanka”, Norad 2010-2011 (team leader)
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“Review of Ireland Aid’s Human Rights and Democratisation Scheme”, Dublin, Ireland Aid.
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