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Key Qualifications

Mestad is the Director of Development Learning Lab, a research and learning centre
working with practitioners to enhance learning and improve the results of development
cooperation.

Mestad was the Director of CMI from 2010 to 2022. He is an economist with research
background in global health as well as in areas such as environment and energy, climate
policy, and international trade. He initiated the global health research programme at
CMLI, and his research in this area focussed on health service delivery - human
resources, quality of health care, governance in the health sector, results-based
financing, vaccination coverage — as well as adolescent health / early marriage.

Mestad has wide experience from research, research management, and policy
analysis. He has led a number of research projects for clients such as the Research
Council of Norway, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norad, the World Bank,
the Hewlett Foundation, Statoil, the Norwegian Shipowners Association, and others.

Education

Special Student Department of Economics, Harvard University. 08/1992-06/1993

Dr. oecon degree(Ph.D.) Department of Economics, Norwegian School of Economics
and Business Administration (NHH). 08/1991-09/1995
Title of thesis: Essays on Trade and the Environment


http://www.devlearnlab.no

"Sivilekonom HAS" degree Department of Economics, Norwegian School of
Economics and Business Administration (NHH). 08/1989-08/1991
Two year graduate programme in economics and business administration

Professional Experience

Chr Michelsen Institute (CMI)
Research Professor / Special Adviser 4/2022-

Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI)
Director 4/2010-3/2022

Research Director 10/2009-3/2010
Senior Researcher 11/2004-9/2009

Institute for Research in Economics and Business Administration (SNF)
Senior researcher 12/2003-10/2004
Researcher 01/1996-11/2003

Language Skills
Speaking skills: Reading skills: Writing skills:

English excellent excellent excellent

Other Functions and Engagements

2001-2003: Member of the Advisory Board on Results in Development Policy,
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

2006-2015: Board member (and vice-chair) of the Norwegian Forum for Global Health
Research

2011-18: Member of Advisory Group of RESYST (DFID-funded research consortium
based at London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine)

2013-2022: Board member, Centre of Intervention Science in Maternal and Child
Health (CISMAC)

2014-2023: Board member, Norwegian Church Aid

2014-: Member of Scientific Advisory Board, Centre for International Health,
University of Bergen



2023-: Chair of Board Fontenehuset, Bergen.

Project Experience

Tanzania

Zambia

Tanzania

Tanzania

Ghana,
Zambia,
Rwanda,
Tanzania

Tanzania

Angola

Malawi, India

Performance-based financing of health services in Tanzania
Project leader 2014 - 2020

The project studies effects of the implementation of
performance-based financing in the health sector in Pwani and
Mwanza region in Tanzania.

GLOBVAC, Norwegian Research Council

RISE - Research Initiative to Support the Empowerment of girls
Team member 2014 - 2022

This randomized controlled trial measures the effect of two
interventions to reduce early childbearing.

Research Council of Norway - CISMAC

Health Worker Motivation, Availability and Performance (MAP)
Project leader 2006 - 2010
Research Council of Norway

Impact evaluation of results-based financing in the health sector
in Tanzania

Member 2011 - 2013

NORAD

Productivity of health workers
Project leader 2008
World Bank

Performance based funding of the health sector in Tanzania
Project leader 2007
NORAD

Health, Poverty and Public Expenditure
Project leader 2009 - 2010
Norwegian Embassy Angola

MEDIC - Multidisciplinary approach to explaining differential
immunization coverage

Member 2008 - 2011

Research Council of Norway



Costa Rica, Litigating the Right to Health

Argentina, Project member 2008 - 2010

Brazil, South Research Council of Norway (GLOBVAC) (Right to health through
Africa, Nigeria, litigation? Can court enforced health

Bangladesh,

India

Tanzania, Nepal Global Health and Development
Project leader 2006 - 2009

Sub Saharan World Bank Trust Fund on Human Resources for Health

Africa Project leader 2006
NORAD
Tanzania Human resources for health in Tanzania
Project leader 2005 - 2006
NORAD
Southern Africa Health worker crisis in Africa - a case for exceptionality?
Project leader 2005
NORAD
Ethiopia, Priority setting in global health
Tanzania, Project leader 2005 - 2009
Uganda. Research Council of Norway
Tanzania Haydom Hospital - final project review
Project leader 2009
Royal Norwegian Embassy, Tanzania
Tanzania, Service Delivery Indicators: a pilot
Senegal Member 2010

African Economic Research Consortium / World Bank

Service Delivery Indicators - Scale up |
Project leader 2013 - 2014
Hewlett Foundation
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